In tropical America, a large and important part of the avifauna is made up of passerine birds of the suborder Tyranni or Clamatores, comprising eight or nine families. Of this immense group of birds, only a single family, the Tyrannidae or flycatchers, is well represented north of the Tropic of Cancer and hence is generally known to North American bird-watchers. South of the Tropic of Capricorn, in Argentina and Chile, the suborder is somewhat better represented by members of the ovenbird family (Furnariidae) and other groups, as well as by the wide-ranging flycatchers. Some of these birds were studied many years ago by W. H. Hudson (1920) ; his work on the "Birds of La Plata" is probably our richest single source of information on the habits of the Tyranni.
army ants. Happily they did not, as has more than once occurred to me, invade my retreat and drive me forth, to put an end to observations. Among the attendants of the ants were a lone Chestnut-headed Tinamou, a lone Brown Dendrocincla, and a pair of Spotted Antbirds who appeared to be preparing to nest. The antbirds foraged in their habitual manner, perching from only a few inches to a foot above the ground on low horizontal twigs or upright stems, from which they made instantaneous darts down into the midst of the swarming ants. The male was most attentive to his mate, and time and again, when he secured a fine morsel, he called her to his side with low twitters and passed it to her. Their hunger satisfied for a while, they rested close side by side on a fallen dead branch and preened. When the buff-breasted female antbird again became hungry, she pecked gently at her mate' s black bill, whereupon the two returned together to forage with the ants. They were rather silent, uttering only a low churr note, occasionally a sharp call, and once the peede zereede song in an undertone.
Strong conjugal attachment seems to be characteristic of the genus Hylophylax. Some years later, in the dripping forests of the eastern foothills of the equatorial Andes, I watched a pair of antbirds belonging to an undetermined but rather closely related species. They resembled our Spotted Antbird in general appearance but were easily distinguished by the prominent white, black-margined spots on the brown back of the male; the spots were buff-colored in the female. The birds were following a swarm of army ants, snatching up small fugitives very much in the manner of their relatives farther north. Among their associates in the motley flock were a single spotted-breasted Nightingale-Thrush (Cathwus dryas), and at least three other kinds of antbirds, including a pair of those most extraordinary representatives of the family, the Whitefaced Antcatchers (Pithys albifrons) , predominantly rufous-chestnut in plumage, but with the head ornamented by a frontal crest of stiff, elongate, upstanding, white feathers arising at the base of the bill, and a moustache of similar white feathers. The male and female Hylophytux, when not actively engaged in catching insects, perched side by side on a fallen branch, only a few inches above the ground. There the male affectionately preened the plumage of his mate' s neck. They called peede peede peede peede, many times repeated in a small, high voice, sounding very much like the song of H. naevioides, and they uttered sharp but weak monosyllables in measured cadence.
Courtship feeding has apparently never before been recorded in the antbird family. In addition to the Spotted Antbird, at least two other species have this habit. With the wide-ranging antwren Microrlropias quixensis, I have seen the black male give food to his slaty-backed, chestnut-breasted mate both in Panami and in southwestern Ecuador. On Barro Colorado Island, I have seen a male Black Antwren (Myrmotherzdu &&is) feed the female, and I have seen her return the courtesy. ' Nest and eggs.-On Barro Colorado Island, the Spotted Antbird nests during April and May, normally the first two months of the rainy season. Its breeding, without much doubt, covers a longer period, but I have records of occupied nests only in these months. While I sat in a blind amid dense forest undergrowth on March 13, watching an incubating manakin, I found an unoccupied nest, apparently that of some kind of antbird. It was in a sapling off to my left, about three feet above the ground. The empty nest, a neat cup of black fibers, suspended by its rim in a horizontal fork, appeared newly made. In the course of a day it was visited by two male antbirds of different species. First, a male Slaty Antshrike (Thumnophitus pwzctutus) , passing with his mate, paused to perch on the rim, where he uttered low, not unmusical churring notes. Later, when ' a pair of Spotted Antbirds came by, the male alighted beside the nest and whispered a pleasing little song, then went off and did not return. Neither the female Slaty Antshrike nor the female Spotted Antbird gave any evi.dence of having noticed the nest. Since upon subsequent visits I never found it occupied, I did not succeed in proving its ownership. The episode illustrates the interest that male antbirds take in nests during the' early part of the nesting cycle. On April 18, I watched a pair of Spotted Antbirds build their nest. They had placed it in the fork of a horizontal branch of a small sapling, only about thirty inches above the ground, in the forest undergrowth. This same crotch contained the remains of an older nest, which had become partly detached from its support and hung by one side. The bottom of the new nest rested against the top of the older one. As with all theantbirds I have watched build their nests, male and female shared almost equally in the work. The male, however, did a little more than his mate; for, between seven and nine o' clock, he made nineteen visits to the nest, the female only thirteen. Although sometimes they flew up together with fibers in their bills, usually they alternated in their visits. Each placed and arranged the material it had brought; but the male seemed more careful in shaping' the nest than the female. If one of the pair, flying up to the nest with fibers in its bill, found the other seated in the cup, it did not give these to the second, but waited beside the nest until the latter departed, then placed and arranged its own material. Either bird, arriving alone at the nest, called the absent mate with soft, short peeps. Sometimes the male antbird, as he sat in the cup with the female close at hand, sang in an undertone peede peede pee& peede, chip chip chip chip. I did not hear him sing while he was alone at the nest.
At another time, when a swarm of ants with attendant small birds passed by this nest, still uncompleted, a Bicolored Antbird alighted for a brief period on its rim. The interest that antbirds take in nests not their own is doubtless responsible for some of the erroneous attributions of nests and eggs which appear in the literature of Neotropical ornithology. The nests of many forest birds can not be identified with certainty without watching them for considerable periods from concealment. Since collectors are rarely willing to devote so much time to nests, their records are not to be accepted without critical, appraisal.
The three completed nests of the Spotted Antbird that I found on Barro Colorado L. Island were all situated in small saplings, among fairly dense undergrowth of the forest, at heights of 12, 28 and 30 inches above the ground. While the first was in the fork of a ' horizontal branch, the other two were suspended between two diverging branchlets which departed from the main stem at different levels. In one instance, one of the supporting branchlets was two inches higher than the other, and as a result one side of the nest was correspondingly higher than the opposite side. The structure was a deep, neatly made cup, attached by its rim in vireo fashion. One nest was constructed largely of brown, dry, thread-like pistillate inflorescences of Myriocarpa izabalensis, a widespread shrub or small tree belonging to the nettle family. In addition, there were fine brown fibers from other sources and an admixture of the tenuous black fungal filaments which creep over trunks and fallen branches in the undergrowth of humid tropical forests. Some fragments of dead leaves and twiglets were attached to the outside. This nest measured 294 inches in depth and 254 inches in internal diameter. Another nest was quite similar in form and construction, but was black rather than brown in color from the abundance of the fungal hyphae in its composition. The nest the construction of which I watched was found empty on the day after the first egg was laid. The two other nests each contained two eggs when I found them. Antbirds are as consistent as hummingbirds, and more consistent than pigeons, in laying sets of two eggs. Those of the Spotted Antbird are very heavily and rather uniformly mottled all over with umber, which covers half or more of the surface and is diffused As with a dozen other species of antbirds whose nest-life I have studied, male and female alternated on the eggs by day, the female attended the nest through the night. The diurnal sessions of incubation were long for birds so small, and with a single change-..B of occupancy by male and female, they filled the morning or the afternoon. The male' s separate sessions were, respectively, 7 7,44, and 2 17.minutes; the female' s, 12 7, 36, and 164 minutes, plus her long night session of 11 hours and 35 minutes. Counting only the diurnal period (I:06 to 6:30 p.m. on May 18, and 6:O.S a.m. to 12:40 p.m. on May 19), the male covered the eggs a total of 338 minutes, the female 327 minutes, while the nest was unattended for only 54 minutes, of which 22 were accounted for by one long absence. As a rule, the male antbird covers the eggs or nestlings for somewhat longer periods by day than the female; but occasionally a nest will be found at which the female sits longer. This seems to be an individual rather than a specific difference. On the whole, the males among antbirds, as a family, are a little more zealous than the females in building, attending, and defending the nest.
With the loss of the only nest I had found before the eggs were laid, I was unable to determine the incubation period. The eggs of the Black Antwren (Myrmotherula axillaris) hatch in 16 days, those of the Bridges Antshrike (Thamnophilus bridgesi) in from 14 to 16 days; probably those of the Spotted Antbird will be found to require about 15 days of incubation.
When abroad in the forest, and especially when foraging with the army ants, the Spotted Antbirds are not particularly shy, but rather more confiding in the presence of man than the majority of their feathered associates of the underwood. Yet at their nests they are exceedingly cautious; and it is difficult, without using concealment, to see them as they sit, or even to glimpse them as they steal unobtrusively away. I paid repeated visits to one nest without catching so much as a peep of its owners, until I hid myself in a tent of cloth and watched them feed their nestlings. At another nest, the male was somewhat bolder and perched about five yards away while I measured the eggs, repeating his little soft peep continuously so long as I remained in the vicinity.
The nestlings.-The eggs of one nest hatched on May 12. The nestlings were blackskinned, blind, and entirely devoid of down. In their nakedness they agreed with all other antbird nestlings I have seen except those of the Hoffmann Antthrush (Formicarius analis hofmannii) , which, strangely enough, are covered at birth with long, dark down, more than ordinarily copious for a passerine bird. They were fed and brooded by both parents and developed very rapidly. At the age of a week their feather-sheaths began to be prominent on the body, while those of the remiges were already long. Soon the little antbirds bristled with long, dark-colored pin-feathers. The sheaths, after reaching full length, were rapidly shed, leaving the nestlings completely clothed' with feathers by their tenth day. On the eleventh day, their nest was empty, and although I failed to find the fledglings in the vicinity, I think it probable that they had survived. Eleven days is the approximate nestling period I found for two young Tyrannine Antbirds (Cercomacra tyrannina) . The bigger Red-eyed Antshrikes (Taraba major) and Barred Antshrikes (Thamnophilus doliatus) linger in the nest 12 or 13 days if undisturbed. But I have actually watched a fully feathered young Bridges Antshrike hop from its nest and vanish through the undergrowth, quite spontaneously and undisturbed, at the age of 9 days and 22 or 23 hours; its younger brother followed the next morning at a slightly more mature age, not less than 10 days and 1 hour, nor more than 10 days and 19 hours after it hatched. Slaty Antshrikes (Thamnophilus punctatus), too, may spontaneously leave the nest, well feathered, when approximately 9 days old.
THE BLACK ANTWREN
The Black Antwren (Myrmotheda axillaris)~ inhabits lowland rain-forest from southern Honduras to Bolivia and eastern Brazil. In Central America, north of the Isthmus of Panama, it seems to be confined to the more humid forests of the Caribbean side, where it ranges from sea-level upward to at least 1500 feet. Carriker ( 1910:608) questions the validity of two supposed records of this species from the Pacific coast of Costa Rica.
These little antwrens are among the smallest of birds, measuring slightly over 3% inches in total length. The male is almost wholly black, with white spots on the wing coverts and the tips of the rectrices. When he lifts his wings, he reveals a conspicuous area of long, soft, white feathers on each flank. He has also, in common with other members of the genus, a narrow white band on each shoulder, which is rarely displayed. The dorsal plumage of the female is olive, becoming gray on the head; her under parts are buff. She.is a very plainly colored little bird, easily confused with other species among which she dwells.
None of the antbirds that I know frequents the tops of the higher trees. The forestdwelling species remain well below the canopy, in the deep shade cast by the crowded lofty crowns of the' forest giants. The Black Antwren is one of the higher-ranging of the forest antbirds, seldom foraging on the ground or through the lowest stratum of vegetation, yet at the same time avoiding the lofty upper stories. It probably spends most of the day between six and forty feet above the ground, in the tops of the shrubs and among the lower branches of the taller trees. Here it hunts among the foliage much in the manner of a warbler, flitting from branch to branch and hopping along the finer twigs, inspecting leaves and bark for small insects and spiders, and sometimes darting out to snatch some tiny flying creature from the air. Like other members of the family, the Black Antwren is largely if not wholly insectivorous. As he flits from branch to branch, the male Black Antwren alternately exposes and conceals the white patches on his flanks as he spreads and folds his wings.
In Antwrens, a male and two females, who behaved most oddly and seemed to be engaged in a courtship ceremony. Perching upon low twigs, usually between two and ten feet above the ground, they continually uttered a weak little call, or possibly it should be considered their song, consisting of two syllables. While calling they flitted their wings, raising them one at a time, with a very rapid motion, and closing them just as quickly. The movement was so rapid that it was difficult for the human eye to follow. As they lifted their wings, they turned rapidly from side to side, or about-faced on the perch and frequently flitted from one twig to another. The male and the females behaved in the same fashion; but the latter were more active both in calling and exercising their wings. In the male, the lifting of the wing revealed momentarily the long, white feathers of the flanks, which are practically concealed when the wings are folded; but the females, although they so assiduously moved their wings, had no similarly conspicuous plumage.
The birds continued these antics for about half an hour, moving about through a small area of undergrowth. The several actors never came very close together nor performed in any definite spatial relation to each other. One of the females voiced a low, rapid, churring call. The lifting of the wings by the male Black Antwren to expose the white feathers on his flanks may be compared with the Panarm Antwren' s habit of spreading the black feathers of his back to reveal the snowy area in their midst, as he courts the female. Antbirds with concealed areas of white in their plumage generally display them at times of excitement, as in courtship, in disputes among themselves, and when trying to entice an intruder from the vicinity of their nests.
That the female Black Antwren may take the more active part in matters of court&p was likewise suggested by another observation I made two months later, also in the forest on Barro Colorado Island. On the morning of April 5, while I sat in my blind watching a Brown Flycatcher (Cnipodectes subbmnneus) build her nest, a flock of small antbirds wandered through the forest above my head. Among them was a pair of Black Antwrens. When they were directly above me, I saw the female give the male an insect she had caught. The male was in adult plumage. Among other species of antbirds, as indeed among birds of all kinds of which one member of the pair feeds the other, it is more usual to see the male feed the female. But some years later, I watched a female Cabanis Euphonia (Tanugra ZuteicapiZZa) surrender to a male in fully adult plumage a caterpillar she had just found. Lack (1940: 170) gives additional instances ' of female birds feeding their mates.
Nest and eggs.-The only nests of the Black Antwren that I have seen were on Barro Colorado Island. The first of these was found on March' 29, 1935, when nearly completed, and contained its full set of eggs by April 3. The second was discovered with newly hatched nestlings on April 16 ; and in the third, incubation was in progress during the second week of May, after which the eggs were destroyed by some small predator. Cherrie (1916:282) found the nest of another race of this species at Maipures on the Orinoco River, in January, when' it contained eggs. These four are the only records of the nest of the Black Antwren that have come to my attention.
I was not able to watch the building of the nest, as those which I found were nearly or quite completed; but from analogy with other antbirds, it is hardly to be doubted that the male takes a substantial part in this work. As we shall see, he performs a large share of the incubation; and when the male bird incubates, it is almost axiomatic that he aids in building the nest and caring for the nestlings.
Cherrie' s nest was placed at a height of seven feet above the ground in the midst of a thick tangle of overhanging bamboo branches in the undergrowth of high, dense forest beside the Orinoco. My three nests on Barro Colorado Island were all considerably lower. The highest was four feet up, in the crotch of a slender bush, shaded by a palm leaf. The second was 28 inches above the ground, suspended between the petioles of two diverging leaves of a climbing aroid, well concealed by the foliage. The lowest was only 22 inches up, in a small sapling, beside a nearly dry stream bed. All were in heavy forest.
The nest is a deep, well made cup, attached by its rim to the arms of a slender, horizontal, forking branch, or in some similar position, as between petioles conveniently placed. A typical structure was composed chiefly of pieces of dead and partially decayed leaves, some completely skeletonized, bound together and attached to its supports by long, black fungal filaments. In the bottom there was a thin lining of these same black fibers. The nest described by Cherrie was apparently quite similar in construction to these on Barro Colorado Island; in this instance the component leaves were chiefly bamboo, the kind most readily available to these birds that built in a bamboo thicket.
Two of my nests contained two eggs each, the third, two nestlings. The eggs were white, speckled with reddish-brown or chestnut; most or all of the spots were gathered in a wreath about the large end. The four eggs measured 16.7 by 12.3, 17.1 by 12.3, 17.5 by 12.7, and 17.5 by 12.7 millimeters. At one nest, an interval of two days separated the laying of the first and second eggs. At this nest the male antwren was found incubating at 8:4S on the morning when the second egg was laid, indicating that incubation begins promptly upon the completion of the set. . The little cup-like nest was so deep that only the bill and the tail of the incubating birds were visible to me as I sat in the blind, with my eyes somewhat above their level. At the distance from which I watched them, in the subdued light beneath the big espave tree that spread its massive boughs overhead, I could detect little difference in the colors of the tails of the male and female; but the male was always to be recognized by the white tip of each tail feather, which the female lacked. Both members of the pair always sat facing outward from the fork that supported the nest. This position is typical of antbirds of a number of species. Yellow-green Vireos (Vireo fZavovi~idis), on the other hand, regularly face inward as they incubate.
Incubation by the female during the night, and of both sexes alternately during the day, is the rule among antbirds. The surprising feature revealed by the study of this pair was the long periods of neglect, when the eggs were allowed to become thoroughly chilled while both parents roamed through the forest. Other antbirds that I have studied have kept their eggs far more constantly covered. Indeed, it is rare for any small bird to neglect its eggs for such long periods as these, and especially so when the two sexes share the responsibility of keeping them warm. On both April 12 and 13, the female, instead of waiting for her mate to come and replace her, darted from the nest soon after daybreak, while the light was still very dim beneath the high forest canopy. On the first morning, she remained absent for 94 minutes; on the second, for 113 minutes. On both mornings she returned alone to resume charge of the eggs that had been so long neglected, and only after she had been sitting for some time-98 minutes on April 12, 21 minutes on April 13, did her mate come to relieve her. During the remainder of the day, the interruptions to incubation were far shorter than that which started off the morning; the periods during which the eggs were left uncovered were no longer than with many small birds of which the female incubates without assistance from her mate.
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Despite their periodic neglect of their eggs, the Black Antwrens were by no means restless sitters, for they remained on the nest for two or three hours continuously, which is long for such small birds. The occasional interruptions of incubation appeared to be caused by the antwrens' strong sociability and the insistence of the male and female upon foraging in company. This desire for companionship was well illustrated at 9:25 on the morning of April 12, when the male left the nest upon hearing his mate' s calls, only three minutes after he had replaced her there. Following her, he remained absent for eleven minutes, then returned to the nest. At 5:23 p.m. on April 11, and again at 11:52 a.m. the following day, the calls of the mate also appeared to be responsible for drawing the sitting antwren from the eggs before relief arrived; but in each of these instances the bird had been on duty continuously for well over two hours. Most other kinds of antbirds forage alone during the period of incubation.
Since antwrens are not known to be active during the night, the records for April 11 and 12 give a continuous picture of events at the nest during slightly over 24 hours. The period of diurnal activity may be considered to extend from 6: 10 a.m. to 6:08 p.m. The male took four sessions on the nest, ranging from 3 to more than 174 minutes, and averaging 83+ minutes. The female, in addition to the long night session, took two diurnal sessions, of 98 and 140 minutes, averaging 119 minutes. In the period of diurnal activity, the male covered the eggs for 333 minutes, the female for 238 minutes. The eggs were left unattended for five periods, ranging from 11 to 94 minutes in length, and totalling 178 minutes.
At the second nest with eggs, the pair likewise neglected them for long periods. Incubation at this nest began on May 7, and the following record was made on the morning of May 12 :
.5:45 a.m. I enter the blind. 558. While it is still too dark to distinguish things clearly in the forest, the bird which spent the night on the eggs leaves the nest. 7:28. The male goes on the nest, which has been left unattended for an hour and a half. 9:42. The male spontaneously leaves the nest, calling as he flies off into the woods. 10:57. The female approaches silently and alone; she goes on the eggs, which have been left deserted for an hour and a quarter.
11:30. The female is still on the nest. I go.
A brief record made at a nest of the Lawrence Antwren, which was despoiled before I could complete my study of it, suggested that these birds likewise leave their eggs unattended for considerable periods while male and female forage in company. But most antbirds keep their eggs far more constantly covered, as may be seen in the following table. At all of these nests, the birds, watched from a blind, were not interrupted and appeared to be quite at their ease while they incubated. At the first and lowest nest, the male sat far more steadfastly than his mate. He would remain on the nest while I approached and bent over him. As the eggs neared the point of hatching, he would linger upon them until my slowly, advancing hand was less than a foot distant, then jump from the nest and fly slantingly downward until he almost touched the ground. But he never permitted me to touch him. His more wary mate would always desert her eggs to dart rapidly away and vanish while I was still several yards distant.
At this low nest, the set of two eggs was completed on April 3, and both hatched on the 19th, giving an incubaion period of 16 days. The eggs in the other nest were destroyed before they hatched.
Tke n&Zings and tkeir care.The newly hatched antwrens were pink with blackish heads and were devoid of the slightest trace of natal down. Their eyes were tightly closed, and the interior of their mouths was yellow. They were typical antbird nestlings and developed very rapidly. On April 22, when three days old, their eyes were opening and their sprouting pin-feathers were already long. On April 25 the feathers were beginning to escape from the ends of their sheaths. The following day the nest was empty. It is not impossible that the week-old antwrens spontaneously departed their cradle; but I think it safest to await additional evidence before concluding that the nestling period of this species is only seven days. The Slaty Antshrike (Tkamnopkilus punctatus) and the Northern Antvireo (Dysitkamnus mentalis) both have a nestling period of nine days, but some of the larger species remain in the nest a few days longer.
On the morning of April 23, when the nestlings were four days old and bristling with long pin-feathers, I spent four hours (6:00-10:00 a.m.) watching their nest from the blind set in its former position. During this period the male brought food seven times, the female six. So far as I could determine, the nestlings' food consisted entirely of small insects. The female brooded thrice, for 3, 26, and 35 minutes, a total of 64 minutes. The male brooded once for 7 minutes, and at another time lingered upon the rim of the nest, guarding, for 6 minutes, before he settled down to brood, just as I was preparing to end my vigil. While the female antwren was sitting in the nest, some birds foraging in the crown of the big espave tree above it knocked down a small dead branch which crashed to earth only a foot away from her. But she did not stir from her position. She continued quietly to brood while the fruits shaken down from above fell all around her.
Upon leaving the blind at ten o' clock, I advanced toward the nest, in which the male antwren had just settled down to brood after guarding for six minutes upon the rim. I bent over until my face was only a foot from his. The bird lifted his head and looked up at me with steady black eyes, but did not desert his post until I advanced my hand in an attempt to touch him. Before I could do this, he jumped from the nest, dropped to the ground, and skimmed rapidly over it for a distance of about twenty feet. Then he rose into the bushes and called for a long time, uttering a sort of chittering in his indescribably queer tones. His mate answered from a greater distance.
This male antwren' s simulation of the actions of an injured bird was not nearly so convincing as that I had witnessed a few days earlier with the female of the second nest. This was situated four feet above the ground, and when found on April 18 it contained nestlings very recently hatched. Two days later, I twice found tbe female brooding when I visited the nest. Each time she sat until I came within a few feet of her, then dropped suddenly to the ground, and dragged herself over it for many yards, as though unable to fly, I have seen few birds convey more convincingly the impression that they were severely injured and trying frantically to escape. When she had led me a good distance from the nest, she flew up into the bushes and joined her mate in uttering the queer calls characteristic of her species. Many other kids of antbirds also feign injury when their nests appear to be in danger.
This nest was empty eight days after I found it with newly hatched nestlings, again suggesting a very short nestling period. But so many nests in the lowland forests of the tropics are despoiled by predatory animals that again I was not certain that the young antwrens departed spontaneously. A nest of the Spotted Antbird was built by both sexes, the male performing a slightly larger share of the work than the female. In five other genera of antbirds the nest was built by both sexes working together.
Two nests of the Spotted Antbird and three of the Black Antwren contained each two eggs or nestlings. In the antbird family, the full set seems always to consist of two eggs.
In both the Spotted Antbird and the Black Antwren, as with a dozen other species of the Formicariidae watched for longer or shorter periods during the course of incubation, the sexes alternated on the eggs during the day. In the Spotted Antbird and the Black Antwren, individual sessions on the eggs tended to be long, ranging up to three hours or more of continuous sitting by day. During thirteen hours of observation, a pair of Spotted Antbirds together kept their eggs covered for 92.4 per cent of the time. But the Black Antwrens neglected their eggs to a degree which seems exceptional in the Formicariidae. At one nest, watched for thirteen hours, the pair spent only 76.2 Per cent of the time on the eggs; at a second nest, watched for 5% hours, the eggs were covered only 50.3 per cent of the time.
With both species, the female incubates during the night. At one nest of the Black Antwren, the eggs hatched in sixteen days. The newly hatched nestlings of both the Spotted Antbird and the Black Antwren are blind and completely naked, as are the nestlings of all other antbirds, so far as
